	Oct 10


	Leaving the Status Quo Behind 

Jesus calling His disciples

Matthew 4:19; 9:9

Peter left his fishing boat. Matthew left his tax collectors booth. The disciples willingly and gladly abandoned their life in joyful abandon to Jesus.  

Do you need to abandon your status quo in order to fully and joyfully abandon yourself to the adventure of following Him?
	Terry

	Oct 17
	 Leaving Excuses Behind

Jesus heals the lame man at the Pool of Siloam

John 5:1-17

Jesus met the lame man at the pool of Siloam and asked if he wanted to be healed.  The lame man abandoned his lifetime of excuses in order to take Jesus at His word. 

 What excuses are you telling yourself and others that you need to abandon in order to take Jesus at His word?

	 Mike

	Oct 24
	Leaving Doubt Behind

Peter Walking on Water
Matthew 14

During a stormy night on the Sea of Galilee, the disciples see Jesus walking towards them. Seeing Jesus walk on water, Peter tells Jesus He will walk on water if Jesus invites Him.  He does. Peter abandons doubt in order to embrace Jesus’ invitation to live by faith.

What doubt do you need to abandon in order to abandon yourself to a life of bold faith?
	 Scott

	Oct 31
	Leaving Secrecy Behind
Joseph of Arimathea 

John 19:38

Joseph of Arimathea was a successful business man who hungered for God but who kept his faith private in the workplace. He was called a secret disciple. At the crucifixion he left his secrecy behind in offering his family’s tomb to Christ.  God had strategically placed Him in the business world to accomplish His plans.

What workplace fears do you have to leave behind in order for Jesus to fully use you in the vocational mission field He has placed you? 
	 

Al

Mike Hansen?

	Nov 7
	Leaving Consumerism Behind

Parable of the Talents

Luke 19

Jesus tells the story of 3 servants who were entrusted with riches.  Two of them risked what they had in order to see a great return for their master. One kept the treasure himself and missed the reward.  Jesus challenges us that stewardship is less about us and  more about investing in the kingdom.

What hindrances to Kingdom investment do you have to leave behind in order to steward the time, talents and resources God has given to you?


	 Scott

	Nov 14
	Leaving My past Behind

The Woman at the well

John 4

Jesus went out of His way to talk to a woman with a dark past.  When she found out about Jesus, she didn’t let her past or her reputation prevent her from sharing faith with others.  Our past can become part of His story.
What misconceptions about your past do you need to abandon in order to abandon yourself to letting Jesus use your story to change lives?
	 Invite people to Christmas

Al

	Nov 21
	 Leaving My own little Kingdom Behind
 (Peter at Caesarea Philippi)
Matthew 16:13-20

Jesus tells His disciples that He is building His church and it will prevail.  Too often we are building our own kingdoms and miss out participating in the one thing that prevails. The disciples had to leave behind their presumptions about the earthly kingdom they thought Jesus was building in order to abandon themselves to building His kingdom. What little kingdoms are you building that have no eternal value that you may need to leave behind in order to abandon yourself to the building of His church.
	 Annual Meeting

Terry

	Nov 28
	 Leaving Entitlement Behind
(Then Ten Lepers)
Luke 17:11-21

Jesus healed 10 lepers. One abandoned the 9 and returned to Jesus to demonstrate gratitude.  In a society where we often think we are “owed” things, what entitlements do you need to abandon in order to live a life of gratitude towards others and towards God?
	Thanksgiving

Tommie


Abandon

